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Mg, Renata Hesse

Trial Attomey [
Antitrust Division #
Department of Justice '
601 D Street NW, Suite 1200 ]
Washington, DC 20530 {

Dear Ms. Hesse: |

As president of North Carolina szensifor Business and Industry, I would like to
heartily endorse the settlement that has been reached and signed off on in the Microsoft case.
With the Department of Justice, nine state attorrq]eys general and Microsoft in agreement, I
hope that Indge Kollar-Kotelly will approve it as soon as possible.
x

The group that I head is the largest busihess association in the tenth largest state in
America. For many years, North Carolina has been rated as one of the top states in which to
do business. One of the chief goals of our orgamzatnon is to continue to improve that
situation so that industry will move into our state and provide jobs for all our citizens. That
is also why NCCBI has worked on many programs in education and job training as well.

One of our key growth industries has been high technology. Even Microsoft itself
has a facility in Charlotte that provides high- paymg Jjobs to more than 1,000 technical
workers in the area. And that is why, from the beginning, we believe that Uic lawsuit filed
by the Department of Justice was not in the best [interest of our state.

However, now that there is a settlement on the table, I would hope that it would go
through quickly so that Microsoft can be freer td keep innovative products flowing into the
marketplace. Our state has suffered a great deal because of the downturn in our waditional
core industries and now is feeling the effects of qutbacks in high tech and
telecommunications. The last thmg we need is ﬁhrther gavernment intervention inta this
marketplace, holding up economic progress.

I was highly pleased when our own attor%ney general Roy Cooper withdrew the
state’s lawsuit against Microsoft and signed on to the national settlement. This is the kind of
positive move that { hope will influence this case to come to settlement.

1

|
" Sincerely,

Vi, § a4 Q.
| Phillip J. Kirk, Jr.
l President
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